                     Siamese

In almost every publication that you read on the Siamese cat their roots start in the land of Siam, now Thailand. Are they myth and fanciful or are they truth. I tend to believe they are fact with a little myth and fanciful thrown in to spice things up. The legend tells us that; this beautiful cat was the Sacred Royal Temple cat of Siam.  They protected the temples and were adorn by all. This is probably more fancy then fact. Long before we even knew this wonderful breed existed they were alive and well in Siam. 

The early imports were to England and then later to the United States. They were admired for their striking color contrast. Many of our Longhair and Shorthair breeds of cats, owes their beginnings to the Siamese. This breed of cat has also kept many breeds alive over the years. Just to name a few, Burmese, Russian Blue, Birman, Himalayan, Ocicat, Havana Brown, Oriental Long and Shorthair and the Balinese.  The Siamese Breed section allows for NO out crosses only Siamese to Siamese may be Registered.

I guess the best way for me to start this is to say that to me the Siamese are the Ballerinas of the cat fancy. Always standing on their tiptoes. They are very people oriented and they are highly intelligent. They don’t like to be left alone. They want to be in the heart of everything you do right down to sharing the bed, covers and pillows with you. 

A fully mature Siamese, of approximately 2 years of age, has the grace, elegance, beauty and fluid movements that are like no other cat. No matter what way you look at a Siamese, it is a well-balanced pointed cat. . There is a striking contrasting color pattern on a well-muscled elegant frame with Sapphire blue eyes that are approaching violet. 

The idea Siamese is gentle, amenable to handling and gives the appearance of a well- balanced cat both physically and temperamentally. All parts of the Siamese are balanced and “fit together”, without emphasizing any one particular quality. The Siamese is Medium in size, a long, svelt (cylindrical) body, with a combination of fine bones and firm, solid muscles giving a surprising sensation of solid weight without excess bulk.

The head, ears and profile are very sticking for this breed of cat. The head should be long and tapering to a fine muzzle. The wedge, when viewed from the top or the front, lines along the muzzle to the outer base of the ears starts at the nose and flairs out in straight lines along the muzzle to the outer base of the ears forming a triangle. There shouldn’t be a brake in the jaw at the whiskers. You can see this by smoothing the whiskers back and checking the underlying bone structure. The skull is to be flat and the profile is to be straight from the tip of the nose to the center of the forehead, area between ear base and eye opening, with out any dip or rise. The chin is a straight line from the tip of the nose to a strong firm chin and on the same vertical plane. Allowance for growth areas in kittens should be made.

The ears are large, pointed wide at the base and continuing the line, as much on the top as on the side of the head, to complete the triangle. The best way to view the ear set is from behind the head. The size is best viewed from the front. They are tilted slightly forward as if the cat was listening. They should not be set high on the head like donkey ears and not bat winged, straight out from the base or side of the head. Kitten’s ears should be larger and taller, like they were about to fly, and then the wedge is long.

The Siamese has a very mysterious look about them and this is from the almond, Oriental eye aperture that is slanted toward the nose and projects a line that appears to go from the upper eye corner through middle of the ear base. When the eye aperture has the very oriental slant it sometimes gives the impression the eyes are crossed when they are not. Look at the pupils straight on and when they will be straight up and down.

The neck is long and slender and carried to display the length, not telescoped between the shoulders.

Legs are long and proportionately slim, hind legs are longer then the front, but in proportion to carry the body length and weight gracefully. Feet are proportionately small and oval in shape. The tail should be narrow at the base, long, tapering and whippy, giving the effect of slenderness and length. When the Siamese is standing on their hind legs the tail would reach the table. There tail shall not have a visible kink or visible abnormality of any joint. The size of the tail should be in balance with the size of the cat.

The standards are written for the female, however allowances will be made for males who are proportionately larger then the female. This includes jowls in the male stud cat.

The coat of the Siamese is short and close lying as if you had just painted it on. Body color should be even with slightly darker shadings across the shoulders, back and top of the hips. Temperatures can and do effect the color of the coat. To much sunlight, called sun bathing, will make the coat dark. Cold temperatures will also darken the coat.

The point color comprises of the mask, ears, nose leather, legs, feet, paw pad color and tail and should be clearly defined in darker shades, but merge gently into the body on the legs, except Red, Cream, Red Lynx and Cream Lynx Points. The mask covers the entire face and is connected to the ears by tracings. Allowances should be made for color development in kittens and young adults with the dilute and red genes

Excepted colors for ACFA Siamese are:

 Solid Point                 Lynx Point               Tortie Point               Tortie Lynx Point

Lilac Point                 Lilac Lynx Point      Lilac Tortie Point     Lilac Tortie Lynx Point 

Blue Point
           Blue Lynx Point      Blue Tortie Point      Blue Tortie Lynx Point

Choc. Point
          Choc. Lynx Point     Choc. Tortie Point    Choc. Tortie Lynx Point

Seal Point
           Seal Lynx Point       Seal Tortie Point       Seal Tortie Lynx Point

Red Point
           Red Lynx Point 

Cream Point               Cream Lynx Point
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